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New Youth Group Debuts Summer Dance Showcase July 29, 2005

Springfield, IL -- A new organization spotlighting young dancers from the Springfield area is debuting its Summer Showcase with a production featuring Peter and the Wolf at the Hoogland Center for the Arts on Friday, July 29, at 6:30 p.m.

The Springfield Youth Performance Group (SYPG) will present the fairy tale musical by Sergei Prokofiev with staging by Ronda Brinkman and a cast of 45 youth aged seven and up.  In addition, 12 SYPG dancers will perform a modern dance piece choreographed by Chelsea Dubois and Lauren Kopec, senior members of the Springfield Ballet Company.


General admission tickets are $10 and are available in advance by calling 217-494-8059, or may be purchased at the door.  The Hoogland Center for the Arts is located at 420 South 6th Street, Springfield.  The Summer Showcase is sponsored by Springfield Dance.  

The SYPG is a not-for profit organization that provides area youth opportunities to perform and to raise community awareness for the arts.  The artistic director is Ronda Brinkman and president is Taryn Grant.  

Peter and the Wolf serves as a child’s introduction to the orchestra, with each character in the story represented by a different instrument or group of instruments.  The cast includes: Adrian Naber (Peter), Dylan Cobb (Wolf), Tiffany Riech (Bird), Cassie Bax (Duck), Camille Edlen (Cat) and Autumn Watkins (Grandfather).  

Dance auditions for the SYPG Fall Showcase, which will feature Coppelia and the Faerie Garden, will be held on Monday, Aug. 1, 2005, at 6:30 p.m. at Springfield Dance, 5531 International Parkway. Suggested minimum age is 8 years old.  For more information contact Taryn Grant at 494-8059.
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